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As the UK’s cultural sector faces the challenges of
reopening safely to audiences, MAC’s relevance to
our diverse Birmingham community is more essential
than ever, as we recognise the value of art, artists and
arts centres play in helping us navigate these difficult
times.
We are proud that 2019/20 was a successful
year for MAC across our artistic, commercial and
community activities. Before the immediate closure
due to COVID-19 in March 2020, we welcomed
around 1 million visitors to our busy site. We were
again honoured to be rated ‘Outstanding’ for our
contribution to the Creative Case for Diversity by Arts
Council England. Capital work also began on crucial
adaptations to the building that will ensure improved
visitor facilities through additional new studio spaces
and a café refurbishment.
We continue our extensive community partnership
with Youth Music and our award-winning MAC Makes
Music programme which provides innovative, highquality experiences to young people across the region.
MAC’s Hidden Voices initiative, generously funded by
Spirit of 2012, has been supporting female carers of
all ages to actively participate in music-making and
Celebrating Age continues to help isolated elders
enjoy creative activities.

We are eternally grateful to Arts Council England,
DCMS, Greater Birmingham & Solihull Local Enterprise
Partnership, Birmingham City Council, players of
People’s Postcode Lottery, Roughley Trust, Feeney
Foundation, Esmée Fairbairn and BFI for their
significant investments.
Undoubtedly our success in 2019/20 stemmed
from our incredibly hardworking workforce, without
whom our exemplary engagement programmes
and impressive venue could not deliver such a
compelling experience to our visitors. It was with
immense sadness that we saw many staff leave
MAC in summer 2020 as the result of the redundancy
programme forced on us by the continued closure of
the building and the impact of the pandemic. I very
much hope to be able to welcome many of them back
once we re-open. I would lastly like to recognise the
ongoing efforts of my colleague Board members
whose outstanding commitment continues to ensure
that MAC delivers through this critical time.
I would like to reiterate that as we plan for a new
MAC and approach a rather different future, our core
commitment – to bring art to everyone – remains
central and we look forward to doing this in new ways
and meeting new challenges with you.
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Artistic Highlights 2019 - 2020
Focus on Diversity
Louder is Not Always Clearer by deaf artist
Jonny Cotsen was an astonishing one-man show
sharing Jonny’s moving and often funny story
of disconnection, difference and desperation to
belong as he was growing up.
Transforming Narratives in partnership with
Arts Council of England and British Council saw
MAC embarking towards a season focussing on
Pakistani and Bangladeshi female voices, with
international partners based in Dhaka, Karachi
and Lahore.
Black Men Walking by Eclipse Theatre explored
real-life experiences through authentic new Black
British stories.
Trojan Horse by Lung Theatre was a verbatim
play examining the impact of the Prevent
Programme and Islamophobia in the education
system, with all shows selling out.

CineQ featured a series of films telling LGBTQ+
stories, with a focus on the perspectives of queer,
trans and intersex people of colour.

The Disability Arts Movement curated by disabled artist Anna Berry presented artwork and objects
used by activists, that raised awareness and effected political change for disabled people.

MAC was awarded Outstanding for its contribution to Arts Council England’s
Creative Case for Diversity during 2019-20:
“MAC has continued to demonstrate outstanding sector leadership…Diversity continues to be fully embedded across the
breadth of MAC’s programme demonstrated by commissioned, co-produced and programmed work which was diverse-led,
highlighted diverse issues or featured diverse artists.”

Handsworth Self Portrait: 40 Years On by Derek Bishton, Brian Homer and John
Reardon presented a series of striking photographic ‘selfies’ from 1979 offering a unique
snapshot of a vibrant multicultural community as it first became visible.

Artistic Highlights 2019 - 2020
Artistic Exploration

The Influence Project was a pioneering photographic exhibition by Alexis Chabala and Lorayne
Crawford, celebrating the impact that leading Black musicians have had on contemporary sound and
culture, and their enduring creative, social and political influence on new generations of artists.

All This Mayhem was a major exhibition of new and recent work by internationally renowned, San
Francisco-based artist Ben Venom, exemplifying his interest in the DIY aspect of punk culture
combined with the tradition of quilting.
The Controversy Season saw MAC’s Cinema hosting screenings and special events featuring some of
the most debatable and outrageous films and TV ever created.

Young People and Digital
Girls that Geek was a sell-out conference aimed at young women aged 11-18 years, featuring industry
professionals and a careers panel exploring women in art and technology.
MAC’s Associates, theatre company Little
Earthquake produced MoonFest – a celebration of
Space-related activities to celebrate the 50th
anniversary of the Moon landings. Clayground
Collective invited families to roll up their sleeves
and sculpt two tonnes of clay into an epic lunar
landscape.

Fierce Festival returned to MAC leaving
audiences spellbound with their popular brand of
vibrant and subversive performances including
Yann Marussich’s stunning live art experience
Bain Brisé, examining vulnerability and stillness.

Our extensive Learning and Participation programme saw 156,989 children and young people making,
seeing and doing at MAC, with opportunities to take part in an exciting range of digital experiences –
from digital music making, to designing augmented reality characters, producing 3D printed models,
creating art for computer games and learning about virtual reality film making.

Artistic Highlights 2019 - 2020
Focus on Family and Inclusivity

The Hungry Caterpillar, We’re Going on a Bear
Hunt, The Pirate Cruncher and Kipper’s Snowy Day
presented hugely popular theatre for families.

Relaxed family film screenings were increased as
part of MAC’s cinema programme.

MAC Makes Music presented another exciting
programme of major music making activities
for children and young people across the West
Midlands, reaching thousands of participants.

Celebrating Age showcased older artists and
performers, while also offering opportunities for
MAC’s visitors aged 65+ to get creative and try out
new activities.

Hidden Voices supported female carers of all ages
to actively participate in music-making, with a
focus on Chinese and South Asian communities.

The Art of Ageing Artfully was a high profile one day
conference exploring the role of creativity, arts and
cultural change within experiences of growing older.

The Hills Are Shadows by Canadian artists Jim Holyoak and Matt Shane showed the poetic and
mysterious side of their drawing practice, with large-scale artworks expanding across MAC’s Gallery.
More than 300 people contributed to a communal drawing alongside Jim and Matt, as part of The Big
Draw 2019 and Bedlam Arts and Mental Health Festival, exploring wellbeing through creativity.

MAC was thrilled to win a prestigious national award at The Big Draw Festival 2019 Awards.
“MAC impressed the judges with their ambitious programme of events that sought to make drawing accessible for all and
encouraged experimentation and creative freedom”.

Financial Performance
Income
Income from activities
£1,405,312 			
Trading & other income
£1,803,899			

17%
27%

27%
2%

35%

1%

Fundraising, Trust and Foundations
£937,709			 18%
Individuals and Companies
£28,796			 1%

18%

Birmingham City Council
£92,400			 2%
Arts Council England
£878,146

17%
35%

Total Incoming Resources
£5,146,262			100%
5% 1%

Expenditure
Direct Costs – Arts activities
£2,751,039			

53%

Support Cost – Arts activities
£999,795
19%
Trading
£1,170,729			

22%

Building Project
£262,709

5%

22%

53%

Our supporters

Governance

To everyone that has supported MAC and is
considering doing so in the future, we say a
huge thank you – every gift makes a difference
and is greatly appreciated.

Charity Board
Cllr Matt Bennett
Gurdip Bhangoo
Junaid Bhatti (resigned 24 Sep 2019)
Stephanie Dale
Owen Dutton
Daljinder Johal
Sharon Lea
Haseena Lockhat
Mary Martin (Vice Chair)
Greg Lowson (Vice Chair)
Louise McCathie
Linda Saunders
Sue Scholes
James Spencer
Cllr Martin Straker-Welds
Jonnie Turpie (Chair)
Mike Williams

• Arts Council England
• Players of People’s Postcode Lottery through
Postcode Culture Trust
• Youth Music
• Spirit of 2012
• Birmingham City Council
• Birmingham Hospital Saturday Fund
• British Film Institute
• Manif d’art, Quebec
• Mill Dam Trust
• The Baring Foundation
• The Cole Charitable Trust
• The Edward and Dorothy Cadbury Trust
• The Esmee Fairbairn Foundation
• The Grimmitt Trust
• The John Feeney Charitable Trust
• The Limoges Charitable Trust
• The MK Rose Charitable Trust
• The Oakley Charitable Trust
• The Owen Family Trust
• The Roger and Douglas Turner Trust
• The Roughley Trust
• The Rowlands Trust
• The Saintbury Trust
• The William Dudley Trust
• Individual donors

Trading Board
Anthony R Howard (resigned 22 Jul 2019)
Mike Williams
Guy Owen
Jo Kirk (resigned 15 May 2020)
Claire Daniel (appointed 23 Jan 2020)

Governance
£42,332			 1%
Total Expenditure
£5,226,604			100%

19%

Reconciliation of Funds
Fund balances brought forward
Unrestricted funds and other restricted projects		
Pension reserve						
Building Project						

£1,188,820
(£711.951)
£2,973,020

Special thanks to Exhibition Technology Partner Allsee
Technologies for loaning equipment for The Influence
Project.

Fund balances carried forward
Unrestricted funds and other projects			
Pension reserve						
Building Project						

£1,031,771
(£609,480)
£2,947,256
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